instance of revolution was not a mere expression of Iranian identity or religious zeal, but rather a response to the perceived threat of Western powers, particularly the United States.
The Iranian Revolution strengthened the Iranian national identity as a way for the newly formed government to distance itself from the politics and interventions of the West. During the mid-twentieth century and the course of the Pahlavi regime, security threats to Iranian identity quickly became salient political and cultural topics. In the case of Iran, the rise of nationalism was a response to the perceived threat of Western control, and this threat is still influencing Iranian nationalism today.
Before Western intervention came to dominate Iran's domestic and foreign policies, various peoples with complex ethnic backgrounds hailing from many regions were dispersed throughout the territory of the Persian Gulf. However, many in the region did not identify as "Iranian" by any standards, even after the revolutions of the 1950s, even though they followed the direction of the Shah. 3 While there had been instances of Iranian dissent in the past, the Iranian Revolution of 1979 marked a critical point in the formation of the Iranian identity for these various groups, and in turn, created an identity separated from other parts of the world (i.e. the West).
In order to understand the rise of Iranian nationalism in the 1970s, several basic terms must be defined. Kanchan Chandra best defines "identity" as "any social category in which an individual is eligible to be a member." 4 What make up these "identity"
categories are religion, race, origins, ethnicity, language, etc. These identifications allow for groupings into larger "social networks." 5 Therefore, when individual identity, or national identity, is discussed in this paper, it will refer to how individuals choose and relate these categories compared to others. Second, the word "nation," as used in this essay, will refer to what Snyder calls "a group of people who see themselves as distinct in these terms and who aspire to self rule." 6 Finally, it is important to realize that I use the word "nationalism" to mean a political system that is designed to work towards protecting the territory and characteristics of a nation, essentially state-building-as In order to understand the resentment towards SAVAK and the security concern it created, the relationship between SAVAK and the United States must first be examined.
Wanting to strengthen the Shah, protect his regime, and ensure strong U.S.-Iran ties, the United States' intelligence agencies, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and to some extent, the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), helped create a model for Iran of a strong security/intelligence apparatus-SAVAK. 20 In addition, as the Shah underwent more domestic turmoil and unrest within his country in the 1970s, the United States sent larger caches of weapons to support the Shah, with the hope of stabilizing the country.
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However, these weapons ultimately were used to support SAVAK, which is important because SAVAK used any force necessary to protect the Shah's regime-even concern for Iranian culture, identity, and safety.
The state of Iran was going through massive changes after the Shah and his regime tried to maintain power; in doing so, the volatile system created a shared narrative for the Iranian people to rally behind. The United States had an interest in helping the Shah maintain power, but this process ostracized and threatened many Iranians. Iranians feared another Imperialist power, so through activism and the process of resisting, they sought to keep Iran separate from Westernized cultures. Iranian elite, mainly with strong religious backgrounds, realized these security concerns and emphasized 'Iranian,' in all aspects of society, in order to defend against these perceived Western threats. By resisting American involvement in cultural, economic, and political affairs, Iranian resistors instilled a sense of security throughout the region, while also creating a nationalistic society. In the wake of nationalism and revolution, Iranians created an Iranian agenda in foreign and domestic policy, highlighting the need to oppose foreign powers. In the 1970s, Iranians felt threatened by America's presence and involvement in
